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Dr. John E. Lancaster launched his career in avian diseases in England where he was born, earned his
veterinary degree from the University of Edinburgh, and held several positions before emigrating to Canada
in 1957 where he joined the faculty of the University of British Columbia. In 1960 he moved to Ottawa
where he was appointed chief of poultry disease programs with Agriculture Canada, a position he held until
his retirement in 1980. He then joined Curtis Chicks, retiring for the second time in 1985. He was
especially known for his work on eradication of virulent Newcastle disease and the control of Marek’s
disease in Canada. He was active in many international organizations including the American Association of
Avian Pathologists where he was elected to life membership in 1983. He received the OIE Award of Merit
in 1990.
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