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Dr. Melvin S. Hofstad (1915–1986)

Born in Starkweather, North Dakota in 1915, Dr. Hofstad attended the University of North Dakota 
(1933–1935) and Iowa State University, where he received the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree in 
1940. His advanced degrees were earned at Cornell University – M.S. in 1941 and Ph.D. in 1944. He 
served on the faculty at Cornell University and the University of Connecticut from 1944 to 1946 prior to 
returning to Iowa State University where he was on the faculty of the Veterinary Medical Research Institute 
until his retirement in 1985. He was named Professor in 1955, Professor in Charge of the Institute in 1971 
and Clarence Hartley Covault Distinguished Professor in 1980. His research addressed numerous avian 
diseases including infectious bronchitis, Newcastle disease, avian influenza, mycoplasmosis, salmonellosis, 
hemorrhagic enteritis and turkey coryza (bordetellosis).  Although involved in numerous professional and 
scientific organizations, he was particularly active in the American Association of Avian Pathologists. He 
was a charter member and served in many roles including member and chairman of several committees, 
member of the Editorial Board of Avian Diseases, Board of Directors, President (1971–72) and Editor of 
the textbook DISEASES OF POULTRY for the 6th, 7th and 8th editions.  He received the AAAP Special 
Service Award in 1984.




