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Robert P. Hanson (1918-1987)

Robert P. Hanson was born May 14, 1918 in Sarona, Wisconsin. His youth was spent on a small northern 
Wisconsin family farm. He graduated from Ashland (WI) High School in 1936 and from Northland 
College with a B.S. degree in biology in 1940. He earned the M.S. degree in 1947 and Ph.D. degree in 
1949, both in bacteriology at the University of Wisconsin-Madison (UW-M). His career in research in 
virology began during WWII when he was stationed at the joint U.S. and Canadian Army Grosse Isle 
Biological Research Station from 1943 to 1945 working with rinderpest. He joined the faculty of the 
UW-M Department of Veterinary Science in 1949 and remained there until his death in 1987.  While 
he made major contributions to the knowledge of several viruses and viral diseases, Newcastle disease and 
Newcastle disease virus were the major area of his research for 40 years. He established and maintained the 
Newcastle Disease Virus Repository which, over the years, has been an invaluable international resource. 
His animal disease expertise was recognized by his appointment to many national and international 
committees, commissions and boards. He was a member of AAAP and served on the Editorial Board of 
“Avian Diseases” from 1970 until his death in 1987. He was named an honorary member of the American 
Veterinary Medical Association in 1968. He was elected to the National Academy of Science in 1979.




