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About the cover
DR. JANET M. BRADBURY (1941)

Janet M. Bradbury (née Bennett) was born on October 21, 1941, in the English Midlands. After completing
her primary and secondary education, she attended the University of St Andrews in Scotland where she
obtained a BSc Honors degree in Biochemistry in 1963, followed by an MSc by research in 1965. Here Janet
met her future husband Peter Bradbury, a postgraduate student in the Chemistry department at the University
and they married in 1966.

In 1964, Janet joined the Faculty of Veterinary Science at the University of Liverpool as a Research Assistant
when Professor Frank Jordan had just returned from his sabbatical year at The University of California in
Davis and had also successfully raised UK funding to build, equip and staff a new building devoted to
research into poultry disease, with an emphasis on respiratory disease. Janet published her first paper on
infectious laryngotracheitis (ILT) with Professor Jordan under her birth name. Then, advised by Professor
Jordan, and on settling into the new ‘Jordan Building’ Janet switched from ILT to avian mycoplasmology
for her PhD project, not knowing that this Mycoplasma research would become a life-long career. After
receiving her PhD in 1971 she remained on the teaching staff at the Faculty of Veterinary Science in the
University Liverpool and was appointed to the rank of Professor in 2003. She retired officially in 2009 but
has continued as Honorary Professor Emerita and has enjoyed collaboration with the UK game bird
industry and sharing mycoplasma resources with colleagues in several overseas mycoplasma laboratories.
Most of her earlier research was focused on epidemiology, pathogenesis, diagnosis and control of avian
Mycoplasma species. During her studies, she described five new avian Mycoplasma species from chickens,
ducks, geese and Humboldt penguins (Spheniscus humboldsi). In addition, Janet was involved in the isolation
and naming of a new human Mycoplasma species (Mycoplasma amphoriforme sp. nov.) in 2005. Her research
was published in more than 120 peer-reviewed journal articles and several book chapters. She was also a
co-editor of the 6™ edition of Poultry Diseases.

Janet served as a member of the International Committee on Systematics of Prokaryotes Subcommittee on
the Taxonomy of the Mollicutes from 1996 to 2008, first as Secretary and then as Chairperson. During
this period, she co-authored with Drs. Brown and Whitcomb in 2007 the revised Minimal Standards for
Description of New Species of the Class Mollicutes. Janet became Chair of the International Research
Program for Comparative Mycoplasmology (IRPCM) from 1988 to 1992. In 1986, IRPCM had become
associated with the International Organization for Mycoplasmology (IOM). Janet served as Secretary-
General of IOM and was named an honorary member of IOM in 2008.

She served as a co-editor of the journal Avian Pathology from 1993 until 2009, when she became the Editor-in-
Chief. In 2017, she retired as Editor-in-Chief but continues in the role of Assistant Editor-in-Chief.

In 1996 she received the IOM’s Chair’s award and in 1999 she was given honorary membership of the
British Veterinary Poultry Association. In 2004, she was awarded the Gordon Memorial Trust Lecture
and the Gordon Memorial Medal ‘in recognition of distinguished contributions to poultry science’. In
2012, she received the Keith Gooderham Waterfowl Lecture Award. She was inducted into the Hall of
Honor of the World Veterinary Poultry Association at its inaugural ceremony in 2013 and a new
Mpycoplasma species isolated from sea birds has recently been named Mycoplasma bradburyae. Dr. Bradbury
is now fully retired, (although with one more potential publication in preparation). She has enjoyed
traveling, tasting good food and wine and seeing old friends and former colleagues. For several years Janet
became a beekeeper and was invited to give lectures on bee husbandry to first year veterinary students,
who seemed to be more motivated by bee keeping than mycoplasmology!

Submitted by K.A. Schat
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