North Georgia Poultry Capitl of the World

This synopsis attempts to describenly the essenc®f the vast
history of North Georgia Poultry industry with select stories
and historical facts.

Compiled by Dr. Greg Mathis, Southern Poultry Research, Inc.

Dedication is to my parest James and Frances Mathjsvho
showed me the importance of history and community
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North Georgia Poultry Capital of the World

In 1951, Georgia became the number one producer of poultry in the world and this
di stinction has continued. By 1956, poultry
Cottono to become Geor gi absGeargiannbseld5 one f ar m
counties producing more than $1 million worth of poultry annually. If Georgia was a
country, it would be thev o r Ififthdafgestcountryi n br oi | er producti on.
poultry annual contribution to GAOGS economy
and allied industries exceeds $15 billon. The annual production from an average Georgia
poultry farm canded6.3 million people a chicken mealnnually, GA produces over 26
million pounds of chicken meat, 7 million table eggs] & million hatching eggs. North
Georgia trulyis the PoultryCapitalof the World.
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An exertwritten in 1944 from Poultry for Home and Market by

James B. Cooper:

AiOnce, not many years ago, i f a-ahdeam | ai d f
occasional egg or two throughout the off seasershe called it a day until the next
spring. Now millions of hens produce between 150 and 300 eggs ,anaaufacturing
nine to ten times haywn weight in nutritive food.A few years ago, chickens subsisted
upon a few handfuls of grain from an apron, tablags and what they could scratch and
catch off the land. Today, the compounding of their feeds is done with scientific
accuracy. Millions of acres and dozens of i
fl ocks. A few years ago, smal | flocks wande
chickens are housed with care: thought is given to their comfort in order that they may be
made healthy and profitable. Breeders, scientists, and manufadiarée made the
modern hen into a streamlined factory.o

Origin of Chickens in the New World

Originally chickens were found ithe Far EastChickens were tamefibr sport not
meat. Records show cockfighting existed as early as 3000 TR first chickens to
arrive in the New World were with Columbus, as they were often kept on board ships for
meat and eggsAs we all know the American Turkey played a vital element of tie 1
Thanksgiving. Recordfom PlymouthRock and Jamestow(1600s)show theyhad
flocks of chickens.nterestingly, the first commercial poultry product to be soés$mot
meat or eggs but feathers. The feathers were used to stuff pillows and bEuks.
American farmer began raising chickens in small flocks, mostly for personal family
consumption. In the spring the chickens would lay the most eggs, producing a surplus of
eggs and young chickens. These would be taken to local grocers to
be exchanged for goods or money. Chicken feed was purchased in
muslin sacks with the brand name imprinted. Hauges opened
the seams, washednd bleached the sacks to be used for dish
towels, dresses and even underweldbusewives wanted to get
bags that had the same print desi@m. Louis C. Arrington editor
of AAmerican Poultry Historical Society PSA 19@808, The
Poultry Industrg says that he always thought that his mother was a size +2 because it
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took just a little more tharmio sacks to make a dress for hefhe milk cowsand
chickenswere usuallytendedby the women on the farm and the income from them was

often referred to as fAMamadés Butter and Egg

The Lagend of Uncle B -

Many old American chicken breeds, “the classics,” are
in danger of being lost...including the Anacona, Black
Minorca, Dominique, and Jersey Giant.

Mother Earth News
December, 1988

My mama always believed that the Domini
was the best chicken on the farm—laid the biggest
eggs, and the young fryers, had bigger pulley bones,
thighs and legs.

Mama saved the Dominique hen eggs for my sister
Selma and me to take to Uncle Bud’s and Miz Lula’s
Country Store. We would take two lard buckets full of

eggs packed in cottonseed hulls and head out

down the Gainesville-Midland tracks.
Uindle Bid Fiad tigged a tiny shieep bell oves his Sl

storehouse door. Minute you walked in the door, the
little bell tinkled ever so friendly and softly.

Uncle Bud would get up from his checker game at the pot-
bellied stove and immediately say, “Come in, Bud” That's what
T everybody called me then. If he was busy, he would take the tim:
to greet us anyway. “How you, Selma?” “With you in a

R minute, Bud.”

He would count our big brown Dominique eggs

two at a time. “Twenty seven. That right? Dominiques

laying good? What you need?” We’'d trade our eggs

. for Mama’s needs... “Got some real good soup
Vo) beans” As always, we took 10 pounds dried

Eﬁ soup beans, 5 pounds sugar, box baking soda,
12 TN 4 bars Octagon soap, and a 3 gallon can
kerosene.

Friendly service. That’s what Uncle Bud believed in.
Talked to us as he weighed the beans and measured
the kerosene. It was important to him that we
youngsters felt at ease. We could hardly wait to get
outside and see what Uncle Bud had slipped in the sack
for us, usually a stick of candy. It was the extras, the unexpected
that made me never forget the “service we got” at Uncle Bud’s store.

And that is the way we have built Home Federal...
our employees are as committed to quality service as Uncle Bud
And if we don’t speak to you the second the bell was. It is important to us that our customers feel at home.

tinkles over our door, we _will give you a dozen o .
big brown Dominique hen eggs. Famlly Banklng. .
the Uncle Bud Kinney way

8
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Unfortunately during this erapoultry incomewas seasonalntil rural electricity was
available, adding Vitamin D to feed (Cod Liver Oil to prevent Rickets)and other
management practices were understoedringchickensin the winter in houses was not
successful. During theset Gr e a t De pr elickenowere ¥ éuaunttedert
Hooverdos 1928 presidential campaign sl ogan f
only helped him become presidgiitstimulated an interest in chickensAs America
came out of these lean yeafsmericanhousewive demanded more chickeaspecially
in a ready to cook formrlhe farmer met the challengdey learned how to grow birds

indoors year round, and so began the commercial chicken industry.

Pictures from Portraits of a Southern Place:
Pictorial History of Jackson County, GA

A oy

S

Cotton harvesting in Jackson Co.

Early Centers of Commercial Poultry Production

Before the commercial chicken industry theewere many yearsof intensive cotton
production with huge agricultural profitd=ifty-three % of farm income during this time
came from cotton productio@otton farming is hard on the soil and makes the earth poor
in nutrients. With lack of nutrients in the soil and devastation caused by the cotton boll
weevil, therewasa dramatic decline in cotton production. Thiss, coupled with the
hard times associated with the AGreputt Depr es
regional farm and business income at an all time low. Sadly, in other parts of the country
which also became major poultry producing areas, other segments of agriculture were

also suffering. Diseases in fruit trees reduced production in Arkansas. Silting of rivers on
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the Delaware, Marylandand Virginiapeninsulacaused a reduction of harvestable fish
and crabs.Farmers needed more income so they turned to commercial poultry
production. M. E. A E | Maurghy in 1924, in Talmo, GA, was one of the first to start
rearing commercial broilers He bought feed from J.D. Jewe|
and hauledt to Talmo. Chickens were grown on floors and in tiers, or cages stacked
upon each ot her .radedMhe atfemignidfshis seigltbore sogtheyabegan
similar operations. This mad&almo, G o r g eadiést broiler chicken production
center.

During the 192&10s several factors stimulated the growth of commercial poultry
production in NE Georgia. With distribution of electric povmsr the Rural Electric
Cooperatives, birds could now be raisedioors and housewives could more easily cook

and refrigerate meat.

An extensive road system and the GainesWlldland Railroad made Gainesville (the
Queen City of the South) the hub of regional poultry production. Not only could birds be
shipped out, feed from the Midwest could be shipped in. Once the chickens were about 3
and half pounds (346 weeks old), the growers would contract with independent truckers
to haul their birds to market twring their live chickens to a designated location, have the
birds examined for quality and health, and load them directly onto train cars. Specially
designed railroad cars were developed with cages on the outside with a center aisle to
feed and water chickens during transit. The growers either agreed upon a price and sold
birds to the hauler or allowed the hauler to market them. At the market, the haulers sold
to commission agents, birds were then processed in the New York dressed style (feathers
removed, head, feet, and entrails still intact) and then sold to restaurants and butchers.
Often a Rabi would meet the train and bless the birds so they could be used in the Kosher

market.
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Specially designed rail cars for hauling live poultry included cages and a

compartment for an attendant who fed and watered the birds.

S e

GAINESVILLE MIDLAND I |

Loading rail car with chickens Gainesville Midland Railroad engine
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Loading & trucking chickens to market
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With the introduction of high capacity <chi
not only available in the spring but now year around and in large numbérs.US
Postal Service agreed to ship chicks through the nmaiMarch 1918 Even today chicks
can be shipped bthe US Postal ServiceChicks could be ordered from the Sears and
Roebuck catalogFarmers that had been marketing birds seasonally saw the potential for

increased income, thus chicken flock size increased.

U.S.POST OFFICE

As a boy James Mathidived in Candler GA (just outside of Gainesville). The
GainesvilleMidland Railroad provided rail service between Athens and Gainesville. To
haul passengers t he yOnao$thedstops avdslBelmontdeget AJi t ne)
to school, young Mathis would catch the Jitney in Belmont and ride to the Gainesville
Train Depot. He would then find a ride or walk to Lyman Hall Schobhis was not
always convenient, so he needed some other means of transportation. He ordered 500
chicks from Sears and Roebuck, raised and sold them. With the profits he purchased a

bicyclewhich he kept at the Gainesville Depot so he could bilsehool.

Jitney Rail Bus
Gainesville Midland RR
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Another direct advantagef larger flock sizes
was the increase in natural fertilizer produced by
these chickens. Spread onto the farm Jahe
fertilizer gave thesoil increased nutrient levels

leading to increased crop production and farm

income.

I n the 194006s, t hpeultrgbuyera and taucken® ghip birdsmu s h by
the major marketdNew York, Baltimore,Chicago, and Miami. This was particularly true
in the Delaware, MarylandindVirginia area (Delmarva). Birds weshippedlive and
then processed in theeM York dressed style.In New York, a dressed chicken was
expensive and sold fosauch as $1.26 in butcher shojéith its close location tanany
of the major markets(New York, Boston, and Philadelphia), the Delmarva poultry
industry grew.Due to location, during World War thostof the Delmarva poultry was
commissioned for the Armed Services.iSfTenabled smaller poultry production areas
such as @Gorgiaand Akansasto move into the markets held by the leading poultry
producers of the Delmarva regiorDuring the war, the Office of Price Management
imposed rationing of red meat, but not poultry. Consumption and desire for chickens

increasedThe per capita consumption of broilers rose 150 percent during the war.

The Chicks from Athens to Cherokee County Run

Jim Thaxton, a one time extension poultry specialist at the University of GA and later
owner of Thaxton Turkeys relayed this story. He says that during thehigkens were
in very short supply. Cherokegounty hal commercial ckcken operations buhad a
limited supply of chicks. Mr. Thaxtqralong with a local hatchery in Athensould load
up baby chicks into the back ofheir truck, cover with a tg@ and drive to Cherokee
County. In those daysimost all of the roadeere poorquality dirt roadsAt the time
when most poultry was commissioned for the military, many of thess wereraised
and sold on the #ABl ack Marketo for a premiu
moonshine liquor runner racing along the back roads of Georgia with baby chicks as

illegal contraband.

1C
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After the war, soldiers returned to North GA farms with fevailablejobs Theysaw
the potential for poultry related income. Now that these areas had contacts and markets
for birds, flock sizesgainincreasedHousewives demanded more chiclespeciallyin a
ready to cook form, no longé&tew York dressed. Supermarkets such as Kroger and A&
P opened incities and rural areaall across the country, and sdhiesefully processed,

ready to cook chickens.

New York dressed feathers removed, neck feet and emgailEned.

Georgia and Poultry Become #1

By 195, poultry incomesurpassed cotton & e o r ghungbér one farm income
producer.The GA counties of Hall, Jackson, Cherokee, and Forsyth led the area in early
developmentThe number of poultry farms in Hall County increased from 57 to 1,044
between 1939 and 1950n 1935 approximately 500,000 chickens were sbid 1951
approxi mately 90,000, 000, a 126 fold increa
GA Review, 1952). In 195 it was reported that GA had a record high broiler
production of some 261,000,000 broilers. Thiswasthe t r ai ght ypeutry t hat G
productionwas #1 and was 151,000,000 higher than #2, Arkansas. The gross income for
poultry was $150,336,000 in 18%nd exceeed all other agricultural commodities in
GA.

11
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Even thoughchicks could be shippedn, they were often in short supply expensive,
and in generally poor healthh n t he | at e n@lthude oflacalihat¢heriedd 6 s, a
and feed stores developedhe hatcheries produced eggs on speculation. The day old
chicks were sold and the remaining would be reared in battery cages in th&&ioe.
owners would also provide chicks to farmers, sell them feed on credit from the feed store,
buy back the market size birds, and market the birds themseéWaasy of the hatcheries,
as discussed belgwvere multifunctional, not only selling chicks but feed afam

supplies.

Dixieland Hatcleries, Inc.Gainesville

Arrendal eds Hatchery, Clarkesville

Chestnut Mountain
Hatchery, Chestnut
Mountain

12
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Hatcheries 1930 6-s

Name Location Owner/ Manager

Chestnut Mt. Hatchery Chestnut Mt. Lloyd Strickland

Started in 194,became Crystal Farms, InCrystal Farms becan@A6s | ar g

produccandhome of the famous AStrict Chi
Peterson Farms | Gainesville |

Peterson male broiler

Vantress Farms | Duluth |

Opened 1954@les slogani Vantress Cross chickens
feed per pound of meat, and have hig

Cobb, Inc. | Gainesville |

Cobb: White Rock female, Cobb, Inc. combined with Vantress, Inc. to become Co
Vantress, Inc. a division of Tyson Foods, Inc.

Arbor Acres Hatchery | Gainesville Blairsville |

Primary breedeoperationopened 1957

Baker and McMillan | Gainesville |

Male line of broiler breeders

Dixieland Hatcheries Inc. | Gainesville | Guy Cato and A. N. Stepp

Built hatchery in 1954 with a 224,000 egg capacity. Thompson chicks and Red Ha

feeds, Alf you want Good Chicks vyou
Chemel | 6s Hat dGainesvile |L.A. Chemell
Hatcheries were |l ocated in several s

Hat cheryo, multiple winner .Dudtol@Achicks i
prices filed for bankruptcy in 1959

Perron Hatcheries, Inc. | Gainesville | Duke Perron

Ai We sell only the besto

Tuxedo Hatchery Gainesville H. Wilson and ABruce

Queen City Hatchery Gainesville

Twin Oaks Hatchery Gainesville J. Chromatie, M. Ward, and R.
Burch

Cornish Cross, New Hampshirefi $Stnudr dayn

Piedmont Hatchery Gainesville Tom ParisSr.

Southern Hatchery Gainesville J. Short

A. W. Thompson Hatchery, Inc | Gainesville A. W. Thompson

A Just good country chickso

CWT Farms, Inc. Gainesville J.Cromartie Max Ward, and Joe
Tankersley

AQual ity hatching eggso

Hillside Hatchery, Inc. | Gainesville | BruceWilson Company

Primary hatchery for Madac Poultry

Nichols-Folger, Inc. Dahlonega T. Folger

Dahlonega Hatchery

Nichols Vantress chicks, won the 1954 GA Chicken of Tomorrow cont&gior
Acres purchased Nichelsolger, Inc. in 1961

13
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W. G. Owens Farm and Dahlonega W. G. Owens
Hatchery

Layer chicks, started in 19429,000 egg capacity; by 195874,000 egg capacity
ALIi ve anfidlL aGr canndd Pay 0

Tatum Farms | Dawsonville | W. L. Tatum
Layer chick hatchery and egg producer

Jackson Co. Hatchery | Hoschton | E. C. Perkins
130,000 egg capacity

Cumming Hatchery Cumming G. Cox
Ledbetter Hatchery Cumming

Canton Hat cher|Canton
Poultry Farm

AHome of FeargiaBy oNd retr s 0 G

Quality Hatchery, Inc. Winder Chicks and feed

Harrison Hatchery Bethlehem Harold Harrison

AHome of the Famous, M dartisonkUGAWAJG. Ecenoniics,g
graduate, starting selling hatching eggs, then chicks, built processing plant arounc

Arrendal eds F e Clarkesville Lee and Tom Arrendale
Hatchery

Became part of Ralston Purina poultry then Fieldale Fdmus,

Henry Miller Hatchery | Lula | Henry Miller

To show how many hatcheries were in the area, bateaome additionahatcheries

Deluxe Feed and Hatchery | Hamilton Hatchery RC Vaugh Poultry Farm
and Hatchery

North GA Feed and Fertilizert Whitmire and Whitmire | Farmers Mutual Exchange
Brothers Hatchery Hatchery

Gainesville Replacement Holly Mt. Farms Ferguson Bros. Farm

Hatchery Supply and Hatchery

Gainesville Hatchery JD Jewell Hatchery GA Chick Distributors

Gainesville Broiler Hatchery | Martin Hatchery Hughs Feed and Poultry

Braselton Hatchery Adams Hatchery Piedmont Hatchery

Bennett 6 s Hat|Parks Feed and Hatcher] Standard Feed Company

Hall Co. Feed and Hatchery | Pine Hill Hatchery West Hatchery

Happy Valley Hatchery Provico Hatchery A. Boyd Corn Hatchery

A. C. Smith Hatchery Talmo Hatchery Smith Poultry Farm

Southern Poultry Farm Featherland Hatchery Cliff Whitmire Hatchery

Le Coutreds H FloweryBranchHatchenHar r ol dé6s Ha

Lula Feed and Poultry Ideal Hatchery Skelton Hatchery

Patterson Feed and Hatchery Pierce Hatchery Merritt Hatchery

14
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W. G. Owens

An early pioneer in the poultry business was W. G. Owens, Sr, of Lumpkin Célety.
served as USDA agricultural agent for Lumpkin County from 18347.He resigned in
1947 to work full time at his hatchery (W. G. Owekarm and Hatchery) near
DahlonegaStarted in 1944the hatcherypecame the largest in the county. Mr. Owens
sold his chicks to dealers in the Dahlonega area. He specialized in New Harbpsture
of chicken As he explained, processing plants prefer New Hampsliihetheir darker
pin feathers. They are picked more easitgllooked more attractive New York dressed
for marketing. After his death, his sons Erwin and W. G. Jr, helped further expand the
business that their father pioneered. In 1974, they beea8tmver franchised hatchery
for producing the Shaver birédg layetbreed) for Southeastern United States.

News

Chick Master Incubator Company, Medina, Ohio
Summer, 1982
At Owens Farms Hatchery

Innovation
Produces Super Sanitation

By Bruce K. Symonds

From the time you first enter Owens
Farms Hatchery until you leave, you
can see and feel the impact of Bill Owens
innovative engineering mind and metic-
ulous concern about sanitation in every
phase of the hatchery operation. Be-
cause his ideas are so practical and mor
importantly because they pay off in
better hatchability and higher quality
chicks, we decided the best way to
tell this story would be to take you on a
tour of the hatchery through a series
of pictures, illustrating the key innova-
tions Bill has introduced. If we could
combine the pictures with a tape of Bill
explaining the reasons behind each
innovation, we would have a fascinating
story for every hatchery manager or
complex manager but since the limita-
tions of this publication confine us to
the written word, we will do our best to
tell it the way Bill explained it to us.
So, prepare to sanitize your shoes and
enter the sanitary world of Owens
Farms Hatchery.

Owens Farms Hatchery was founded
by Bill's father, W. G. Owens, Sr. in 1946
in Dahlonega, Georgia. In 1956, Bill
and his brother, Erwin, took over the
management of the operation. In 1974,
they became a Shaver franchised hatch-
ery for producing and marketing the
Shaver bird on the East Coast and South
eastern United States. The present
hatchery was built in 1976, with a majo:
addition in 1980, bringing the total to
26 Chick Master Model 102’s. Today
Owens Farms Hatchery is one of the
major Shaver franchises in the United

States.
Bill Owens says he has been pleased Before the hatching eggs ever reach
with the durable, easy to clean fiberglas the hatchery, they are fumigated for
panels used in Chick Master incubators bacteria with formaldehyde on the trip
as well as their plastic flats and trays from the farm to the hatchery. Every
which are easv to sanitize. case lot is checked in the lab to make

15
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in Dahionega--Hens, Hard Work and Electricity
Help Hatchery Produce 20,000 Chicks Per Week

HATCHING 20,000 chicks a week is
no small project. But it’s a regular
occurence at the W. G. Owens farm
and hatchery near Dahlonega.

This giant hatchery — Lumpkin
County’s largest — had its beginning
back in 1944, Mr. Owens started his
prosperous business with one laying
house and 1,200 layers. He concen-
trated on producing hatching eggs.

In 1946 Mr. Owens added a second
house of 1,300-layer capacity and
eventually expanded to four laying
houses with a total capacity of 7.000
layers. The largest house is a new
two-story building 30 feet wide and
200 feet long capable of housing over
1,000 layers.

For convenience and economy, the
laying houses have been fitted with

COLONY type nests, with hinged lids,

make cleaning and egg gathering easy.

colony rather than single nests. The
colony nests, with their removable
lids, make cleaning easier and egg
gathering faster.

The laying houses are also equip-
ped with eleetric water warmers and
automatic water drinkers. A total of
50 electric warmers are used in the
various houses. An electric elevator
has been installed in the large, two-
story laying house.

At present Mr. Owens is both breed-
er and hatcheryman, selling chicks to
dealers in the Dahlonega area. He
specializes in straight New Hamp-
shires. For—as he explains it—proc-
essing plants prefer New Hampshires
with their darker pin feathers. They
are picked more easily, look more at-
tractive dressed for marketing.

The 15 electric incubators and four
electric hatches in the hatchery have
a combined capacity of 87,000 eggs
and hatch approximately 20,000 chicks
a week.

Each year Mr. Owens replaces his
layers with new stock, raising pullets
from his own eggs for this purpose.

The brooder house on the farm is a
large one-story building, 20 by 110
feet. Eight electric brooders care for
500 chicks each. Brooders contain an
880-watt unit in the top and a 400-
watt heating cable in the bottom.

Included among the other labor-
saving electrical devices on the farm
are an electric pump for the range
pullets and an electrically driven
hammer mill for preparation of cat-
tle feed.

An electric tray washer has proved
to be one of the greatest time and

HATCHERY owner W. G. Owens
gathers eggs with conveyor. The easy-
rolling conveyor also carries feed.

money savers of all. It washes 60
trays in 15 minutes —a job that for-
merly required three hours.

Two tenant houses on the farm are
electrically equipped.

Paul Early is manager of the
Owens hatchery, though Mr. Owens
and members of his family take an
active day-to-day part in running the
large-scale operation. Mrs. Owens fre-
quently helps with traying eggs and
counting chicks at the hatchery.

If a 260-acre farm and 87,000-egg
capacity hatchery aren’t enough to
attest to W. G. Owens’ permanency in
the Dahlonega area, his record is. He
served for 17 years as county agent
in Lumpkin before resigning in 1947
to give full time to his business.

AT LEFT, Miss Edith Owens, daughter of the owner,

trays eggs for the incubator.

RIGHT: This new two-

story laying house is one of the largest in the State.
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Henry Miller Hatchery

In 1949, Henry Miller built a small broiler chick hatchery in Lulad,Gand started
placing chicks out on contract with farmers in the Lula area. He expanded his building
and incubators in the miti950s to a onéime capacity of 10,000 chicks, hatching every
Monday and Thursday for a weekly capacity of 20,080that time, most of the houses
in the area had a capacity of 3,000 to 6,00ieks. The growout took about 12 weeks to
reach 3 to 4 pounds. Today, houses hold 25,000 chicks each and reach 4 pounds in 38
days.

Mr. Miller purchased feed from GMC Feeds in Gainesville. It came inpb2®dd bags
and was delivered by truck to individual growers. 1960, the hatchery bought a bulk
feed truck that would haul 10 tons of feed. Sack feed mostly went &aaps, however,
still did not have automated feed systems. Most housefebddrs that would hold about
100 pounds of feed each, so they didn't have to be filled every day. But it was hard work
filling those feeders.

It was about that time when Henry Miller started buying additional chicks to
increase to 30,000/week capacityHenry Miller sold his chickens to various
processors, usually staying with the same one for at least a year or two at intime.

1958, he built a broiler farm in Banks County, one that had three 16¢@0e feet
houses, siddy-side. This was a large farm for that time.

Mr. Miller never had his hens on contract farms. He owned astary hen house and
another small hen house close to the hatchery in Lula. Just outside of Lula he owned a
farm that had two 400y-40 houses. One of them operated as a poultry hous 00l
At its peak, the hatchery employed 25 to 30 people, many of them high &cysolvho
worked partime over the years. The hatchery bought most all of the gastitesand
other hardware from other Lula businesses, boosting the local economy.

But the mid1960s were tough for independent broiler producers. Henry Mildenot
own a feed mill or poultry processing plant. He had an opportunity to partner with other
companies, but chose not Wertical integration had started, and cost had to be lowered.
So the independents had to get bigger or get out. So in 1969, Mr. Miller stopped placing
baby chicks out ortontract. He continued to own the hens, however, and sold baby
chicks to Blue Ridg&eed & Poultry in Seneca, S.C., for several years.

17
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One of the reasons for the tremendous growth of the poultry industry in Georgia was
due tothe committedeffort to control diseaseddortality rate in 1925 was over 18%

with todayods nessthamd% ty rate being

Annual Percent Mortality

201

10171

1925 1935 1945 1955 1965 1975 1985 1995 2008

The National Poultry Improvement Plan

I n the 19200s, chi cksGeordiaanergemerallerejdgctieandg s hi p
of low quality. In 1924, a group of Georgia hatchery men gathered, formed the Georgia
Baby Chick Association (predecessor to the Georgia Poultry Improvement Association)
and instituted a program of voluntary disease controls. At the national levelnitesl U
States Departmerdaf Agriculture enactedThe National Poultry Improvement Plan on
July 1, 1935, which set standards for quality of breeding, sought to eliminate the diseases
pullorum(comnonly called Bacillary White Diarrheagnd typhoid, and promote research
and poultry husbandryPullorum diseaseavhichis transmitted to chicks from the hen via
the eggcould cause upwards of 80 % mortality. By testing adult i{lbteod serum test)
and eliminating disease carriers the disdmsmmesuccessfully controlled.Chicksfrom
hatcheries hat acquired t he -Thels tSe dA phriocvkesdo Paund omeu
standards were highly desirably 1937, 41 states were participating in the NPIP. The
GA Baby Chick Association revisets constitution and bylaws in 1935 in order to enter
this plan. They set up Roultry Breeder Supervisor Boa@hdwere later charted under
the Georgia Poultry Improvement Association, Inc. This organization was designated as
the official state testing agency apthced under contract with Georgia Department of
Agriculture Today, the NPIP also tests for Mycoplasma, Salmonella, and Avian
Influenza. Twenty two hatcheries initially qualified with a hatching capacity of 303,200
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eggs. By 1950, approximately 108 hatcheries qualified. By 1957, 132 Georgia hatcheries

had flocks that were Pullorum and Typhoid free. The peak in approved hatcheries
occurred in the mid 196006s Today IGeorgip gsr oxi mat
designated as a Pullorii@lean state As the industry consolidatedhe number of

hatcheries deceaselD5 in 1971, 60 in 1978, with approximately 30 hatcheries today

Poutyy Leb | Gainesvlle, GA 1549
Georgia Poultry Lab, Gainesville, GA, 1949

Joe Tankersletaking blood samples
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Jesse Dixon Jewell

North GA had land, transportation, solid hard working labor source, a need for income,
as well as true poultry production visionaries, such as Jesse Dixon Jewell. J.D. Jewell is
credited with making vertical integration of poultry production work. Vertical poultry
production integration is the combining of all phases of production, from laying flocks,
chicks, feed, growers, processing, to marketing by one company. Starting in the late
19306s Jewel | would provide chicks to far me
store (JeweiLoudermilk Warehouse), buy back the
market size birds, coop them up, and drive them to Miami,
FL for sale. As Jewell 06s busine

a hatchery in Gainesville in 1940. Most birds at that time

were shipped live. Jewell had the foresight to see that
supermarkets needed a packaged product. He built a processing plant in Gainesville in
1941. He was now fully integrated with hatchery, feed mill, processing plant, rendering

SFESRIINEL L ‘...-kmm

plt,d distribution system. The ‘advantagesd of fuIIy integrated poultry operations

were the formation of a single profit point with standard protocols for all processes,
implementation of the latest technical information and equipment, uniform feed
formulations, synchronized chick delivery and pick up, better record keeping, improved
processing, and marketing. The processed birds were placed into 55 gallon drums packed
with ice and shipped out. By 1950 the capacity was 25,000 birds/ day = 500,000 lbs /
week. J.D. Jewell, Inc. was now concentrating on frozen packaged chicken. In 1953, J.D.
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Jewell, Inc. introduced chicken sticks and frozen chicken pie (frozen T.V. dinner market).
J. D. Jewell sold controlling interest of J.D. Jewell, Inc. to R. Carl Chandler in 1962.
Cagl esd | nc. othepricedsirgmlartin I12r c has e d

FRIED CHICKEN DINNERS
VJP heat and serve

1
¥ T !
B%@& BuTlERS . '“"*“ o B

Jesse Dickson Jewell, 190875 was born in Gainesville, GA. He is credited as
the father of fAvertical poul try in
which featured a contract growers program, hatchery, feed milkvalgime

processing plant, rendering plant, and a bulk feed system. He served @s the
president and board chairman of the National Broiler Council, president of th
Southeastern Poultry and Egg Association, delegate to the 1951 Poultry Con
in Paris, France. He was chosen for the Poultry Hall of Fame of the GA Poult
Federation. He was the first president of the GA Chamber of Commerce.

For more information on Jesse Jewell, Homer Meyers chronicles Jesse Jewell in his book:
Pass the Chicken Please, The Life and Times of Jesse Jewell (2008, Georgia Printing
Company)
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Left to right: Howard Fuller, Charles
Thurmond, George Van Giesen,
J.D.Jewell, Howell Conway, Guy Cato

By the mid 1 9506 s, i ntegrated poultry companies
produce eggs and broilers. The contract agreement was such that the company provided
chicks, feed, and technical knowledge, while the farmer had to provide the land, house,
equipment, utilities, and labor. Technical knowledge often comes from company
employees who visit the contracted farms and offer advice on the current poultry
production procedures and disease/ pest controls. These employees are called
Afservicemenod. The vast majority of Georgi abd:
this type of contractual arrangement.

Bruce Wilson Company

Not only did Jesse Jewell see the potential for North Georgia poultry production, many
others were also developing poultry operations.
Another company that grew from the feed and
hatchery business was the Bruce Wilson
Company. The partnership of Homer Wilson and
C. Alton Bruce started in Dawson C&A with
Tuxedo Feeds. As the feebdusiness grew they

began to put chickens out on contract. They
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formed the Bruce Wilson Company and moved operations, including fdesl $
Gainesville. They built a small warehouse on the Athens Hwy. and began mixing their
own feed in a one ton mixer. The contract chicken business gigwsome birds sold

at auction and some sold to Athens Poultry, Athens, GA for further processing. They
soon built seven chicken houses on the warehouse property and started growing a total of
70,000 chicks. At that time Wilson serviced the Dawson and Hall Co. growers and Bruce
hauled feed to the various growers. With an increased demand for,chiekopened
Hillside Hatchery also on the Athens Hwy. More feed was needed so they purchased
feed from Gainesville Milling Company. As the industry continued to grow they merged
with others and opened a feed mill, HFC Feeds. A need for a further processing plant led
them, along with Max Ward, A.C. Smith, and Mark Heard to purchaseJ&taPoultry,

Inc. from Marvin and Jack McKibbon (McKibbon Brothers, Inc.). Under the agreement,
the hatcherieAC Smith Poultry, CWT Farms, and Hillside Hatchewould supply

chicks to the cooperative growers. In 1982, they sold-Mar Inc to the Sar
Foundation. The Brue®ilson Company also opened the vaccine company Select
Laboratories.

Another example of integration was the formation of Marell Farms from Martin Feed
and Poultry Enterprises. | n t'9Heegesepoultlyy 1950
company in Georgia. Marell Farms marketed poultry all along the eastern seaboard.
Their slogan was AFrom Maine to Key West it
Farms was Lillie Mae Martin. She was president of Martin Feed and Poultry Enterprises,
president of Martin Properties, apartnerat Gainesville Milling Company. She was a
member of the National Broiler Council. She was the first recipient of an honorary
doctorate from Brenau University.
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Martin Poultry shackling chickens from wooden coops

As did Jesse Jewell, many of the developing poudtryinessestarted as feed stores
but also sold chicks and poultry supplies. Feed during this time was all bagged feed.

Many feed stores were directly associated with a hatchery.

Feed Storesl 9 3 6-6 s

Name Location Owner/ Manager
JewellLoudermilk Feed and | Gainesville J. D. Jewell
Seed Warehouse

Became JD Jewdll €ompany
Arrendal eds F ¢ Clarkesville Lee and Tom Arrendale
Hatchery
Became largest Purina dealer in the world, sold estimated 6000 bags of Purina fe
week

Martin Feed and Poultry Gainesville Joe Martin (Martin Chevrolet)
Company Lillie Mae Martin

Merged with Gainesville Milling Co., FfD-Pep Feeds i G+-NMats K
Parks Feed Store | Gainesville | founded in 1932 by Perry Parks

Carried live and dressed poultry, baby chicks, feed, poultry supplies, fertilizer, ang
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A. C. Smith, Jr. Feed and Gainesville A. C. Smith Jr. (60-61 GA Poultry
Poultry Federatiorchairman)

Farmers Mutual Exchange, Gainesville

Inc.

Chicks, feed, ancbopeatiyepl|l i es, a f ar mer ¢
Hall County Feed and Gainesville

Hatchery

Queen City Poultry and Feed | Gainesville

Company

Dixieland Hatcheries Gainesville Guy Cato and A. N. Stepp

Thompson chicks and Red Hat feeds

Southern Feed and Poultry Gainesville

Company

GA Feed and Poultry Gainesville

Willis Feed Company Gainesville

Hughes Feed and Poultry Gainesville

AOQur growers are making moneyo

HRC Feeds Gainesville Hall, Forsyth Cherokee counties
Mar-Jac Feed mill

Lanier Feeds Gainesville Bruce Wilson Company and Twir
OaksHatchery

McMillan Feed and Poultry Gainesville

Valley Feed and Poultry Gainesville

Gainesville Feed and Poultry | Gainesville E. Braselton

Company

ASturdy chickens and nutritious feed

North GA Feed and Poultry Gainesville

Harrison Feed and Poultry, Bethlehem

Inc

Dahlonega Feed and Dahlonega L. AndersonM. Andersonand

Hatchery T. Folger

Merged with Marell Farms Processing Company, Murrayville

GA Feed and Poultry Canton

Company

Toccoa Feed and Poultry Toccoa

Company

Tuxedo Feeds Dawson Co. H. Wilson and A. Bruce
Clermont Feed and Poultry Clermont Lawton Wofford manger 19582
Helen Feed Store Helen Associated with Twin Oaks

Hatchery

Not all feed stores or hatcheries went into complete vertical integration, such as Parks

Feed Store, but many developed into the leading poultry companies in the world.
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Poultry, Eggprocessorsand De al er s----19400 s

Name Location Owner/ Manager

JD Jewel |l 6s Co Gainesville J. D. Jewell

i Quality controlled frozen foods, tNHh

J.D. Jewell processing plant

Marell Farms Murrayville John Matrtin, lillie Mae Martin,
William Ellison, and Ed Jared CEQ
(68-70)

In the ddnrywes@opoaltry company i n G/
in 1982 sold to Fieldale Farms

GA Broilers, Inc. | Gainesville | Henry WatersPresident 1951

AThe AGHenddr 6 chicken: Di xi el and Pri
GA Broilerssoldto Pillsbury Companysoldto Imperial Foods, London, Englarshld

to Country Pride Foodsoldto ConAgra of Omaha Nebraska (Nebraska Consolidate
Mills, Inc. became ConAgra, Incand soldo Pilgrims Pride, Texas

Colonial Poultry Company | Athens \
Became Gold Kist, Athens Pi | gri mé6s Pride purchase
Athens Poultry Company | Athens |
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Purchased by Cent, r @dlechonea Siera btolae d1 F&(
purchased in 2006

Miller Poultry Company | Gainesville |

Advertised in 1956 as dealers in live poultry

Gainesville Poultry Company | Gainesville |

A For fresh ice packed poultryo

Gainesville Fryer, Inc. | Gainesville |

An independent poultry processdoe Hatfield joined as part owner and manager in
1957. Purchased by RalstdPurina and later became part of Fieldale Farms

Cagl ebs and So Atlanta/ George Cagle
Gainesville | (68-69 GA Poultry Fedchairman)

Purchased J.D. Jewell processing plant

Mar -Jac Poultry, Inc. | Gainesville | Marvin and Jack McKibbon

Gainesville, opened plant in 1956, 4000 birds/ hr, formerly located in Griffin
In 1960 sold to A. C. Smith, Mark Heard, Jr. , Alton Bruce, Homer Wilson, and Joe
Tankersley, sold to Sar Foundation in 1982

Poultry Enterprises Gainesville Mrs. John (Lillie Mae) Martin

Swift and Company Gainesville Roy Withers

Swift Premium Chicken

Herman Pierce Poultry Gainesville Herman Pierce

Jand S Poultry Gainesville Ray Jones, Bobby and Wiley
Strickland

Egg producers,atd to Cal. Maine in 198,

Cotton Producers Association | Calhoun |

One division was GokKist poultry growersis er ves t he poul tr

to consumer through hatcheries, feed
Wayne Farms, LLC Pendergrass

John L. Cromartie Company | Gainesville

Red Hat Poultry Dalton

Allied Poultry Company Lawrenceville

A@rgidds best dressedt achaxks of tomorro
Bolton Broiler Company Commerce

Etowah Poultry Company Canton Jesse Wade and Glen Lawson
Tugalo Poultry Company, Inc. | Toccoa

I n thert 8BA066Betnaer broilers in newest
Gress Foods | Gainesville | Ron Gress

Further processor

Crystal Farms | Chestnut Mt. | Ben Lancaster, controller
Georgidds | argest egg producer

Latham and Ramsey Gainesville Bob Latham and Wilbur Ramsey

(L and R Farms)

Egg producers

J M Poultry Packing Gainesville
Company
Home of ACountry Prideod chickens
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Piedmont Poultry Exchange

Gainesville

Tom Paris, SR.

Canton Poultry

Canton

Ed Long and W.L. Lawson

1956 purchased by Cotton Produgetsanged name to Gold Kist PoultBilgrims Pride
2007

purchased in

and

changed name tag

Thaxtondés Tur K

Watkinsville

| James Thaxton

Started in 1956 with help from Tom Harrold (Harrold Hatchery, Winterville), and Fr¢
Haley. Thaxton was also President of GA. Turkey Farms, Inc., a cooperative feed I

Watkinsville

Wilson Company Cumming Harold Swartswood and Glen
Tribble
Country Charm Oakwood Vince Booker

:.oumlv Maell poulf'ul Co.
nner Pack
Fowl .7, voLomm, . e, e
Rasdy R W 308 KNOWLER, s e
TO COOK DON STEWART, Sales
et RS ety s e
[
DIXIELAND'S

PRIDE

Always A Winner

FRESH POULTRY

MAR-

GAINESVILLE, GEORGIA

Max F. Wanp, President
DaLE Monnis, Executive Vice-President
Bos Bowsx, Sales Manager

JAC, INC.

Phone
404-536-0561

The Finest in Fresh
and Frozen Poultry

FROZEN POULTRY

VIEW OF BAEEDI

(Gongratulations
Senior§

TATUM FARMS

AMERICA'S FASTEST GROWING
BREEDER OF LAYERS AND BROILER LINES
) 1An Equat Opportunity Employer.)

5 TATUM FARMS

b
@ HOME OFFICE and BREEDING FARMS:

Route 3. Dawsonville, Georgia 30534 USA.
TELEPHONE: (404) 2683212

€O or lce Pack 2 and 54b. Cartons oM
Fresh Parts Tray Pack ToF

.o L3

GeorgiaBroilers Corp.
P
H. F. C. FEEDS, Inc. - '
Division of the Pillsbury Company
Quality First- Price Second .
HFC Drive and Mason Drive—P. O. Box 446 Cossh FINCE 1790
Gainesville, Geargis 30501 5 LM Depth of Service & Facilities

AW, HATCHERY, FEED MILL AND GENERAL OFFICE COMPLEX

INDUSTRIAL BOULEVARD
GAINESVILLE, GEORGIA

COOPERATIVE MILLS, INC.
Flowery Branch, Ga.

GOLD KIST POULTRY GROWERS
Conton, Georgia

Cotton Producers Association serves the poultryman from the breeder flack
fo the consumer through its hatcheries, feed mills and pouliry processing plants.

See your local Cooperative Service Agemey or CPA Broiler Agency for
information on all phases of poultry production.

COTTON PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION
P, 0. BOX 2210 ATLANTA 1, GA.
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Fieldale Farms

The book A A Cut Above the Rest
Hatfield and the Story of Fieldale Farms (text by Dick

Parker, 2003, Looking Glass Books) follows the history of a

very successful partnership. The book chronicles the
development of North Georgia poultry and of Fieldale

Farms, from feed store to the'Lirgest poultry producer in

the USA (Watt 2008). This is a short description of the
development. As with Jesse Jewell, the process started with

| a feed store. The Arrendale family opened a grocery and
feed store in 1931 in Clarkesville, GA. Part of the business was the selling of live chicks.
As they sold more chicks they sold more feed. The feed store sold Purina feeds and

became the worl dodés | argest distributor of Pl

feed company in the world. Soon they started buying back the grown chickens and
marketing them to Swift and Company, Gainesville, Colonial Poultry, Athens (later

became Gold Kist, Athens), and to Southern Poultry Company, MonfeA&the feed

and poultry side increased, the need for a secure source of chicks was needed. Tom and

Lee Arrendale built a hatchery for this purpose in about 1950. They then purchased a
poultry processing plant in Cornelia, GA. The business continued to grow but the price

for chickens dropped in the 19600s. I n or de
up many of the poultry companies in North Georgia. This included purchasing Arrendale

Feed Store and all ats poultry operations. They also purchased Gainesville Fryer
managed by Joe Hatfield. I n the early 1970
operations and concentrate on feed sales. On Feb. 2, 1972, Joe Hatfield and Tom
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Arrendal e, along with Lee Arrendale purchas
operations. They named the new company AFi el
In 1984, Fieldale Farms purchased the Marell Farms poultry plant in Murrayville, which
increased the production to nearly 1 million birds per week. In 2008, the production is

over 3 million birds/ week with a live weight over 16 million Ibs.

Tom and Lee Arrendale Lee Arrendale

Joe Hatfield Tom and Gus Arrendale

Joe Hatfield and Tom Arrendale at Fieldale

Farms feed mill

Pictures from A A Cut Above
Arrendale, Joe Hatfield and the Story of

Fieldale Farms (text by Dick Parker, 2003,

Looking Glass Books)
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Founding of Mar-Jac Poultry

Even though most of the poultry operations were

———___ originally associated with chicks or feed some saw the
mly @ ! boom in the poultry business and a need for poultry

products. Mr. Jack McKibbon, Jr. described one group
that moved on this. In 1950, the McKibbon Brothers,

Inc. was a company made up of two Pig@Wggly Grocery storesOne was located in
Griffin, GA and the other in Gainesville, GA. The owners were Marvin and Jack
McKibbon, Sr. The brothers operated the stores. In 1%%&3l, the poultry business was
booming in Georgia, especially in Gainesville. The meat market manager in Griffin was
Emerson Stow. He conceived the idea to process poultry products in the back of the
Piggy-Wiggly store in Griffin. The plan worked and was so successful, that the
McKibbon Brothers, Inc. leased a small building in Griffin to increase production and
formed Quality Poultry Company. Gainesville Machine Company and Southern
Equipment Company worked up the plans and installed the equipment to process some
5,000 broilers a day. Quality Poultry Company prowed successful. Most of the
broilers were sold to Larry Udell in Miami, FL. In 1955, Jack McKibbon, Jr. joined
McKibbon Brothers, In¢ knowing little about poultry processing, but enough about
business.

His first observation upon joining the company was that the processing plant was not
of the quality needed to succeed. His second observation was that all of the live poultry
were trucked to Griffin from the Gainesville area, adding % of a cent/ bird production
cost. The margin of profit was not all that good, so the motion was made to move the
plant to Gainesville.

Marvin McKibbon gave 25% of his McKibbon Brothers, Inc. stock to Emerson Stow.
Jack McKibbon,Sr. gave 25% of his stocBack McKibbon, Jr. With the help of
Gainesville Mayor Milton Hardy, land was located and purchased in a public auction.
Financing was now an issue, Jesse Jewell suggested borrowing money form A. D.
Wright, Sr., who was in the ice cream business.

With land and financing in place, Gainesville Machine Company and Southern

Equipment Company designed the plant and furnished all the equipment. The plant in
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Griffin was closed and the Gainesville plant opened. A new name was needed because
there was already a Quality Poultry Company in Gainesville. Larry Udell of Midmi, F
suggested naming the new plant, Marc Poultry Company using the first three letters of
Marvin and Jack. The name stuck and is still in use today.

The plant opened in 1955. Two employees from Griffin moved to GainesSdie
Heflin, superintendent of the line area and Howard Ridlehuber, plant superintendent. The
growth years were 1955 1959. MarJac Poultry Company sold poultry to brokers in
Chicago, Detroit, New York, Boston, Miami, and even Los Angles, and San Francisco.

In 1958, labor unions tried to organize the employees. They lost the election but
insisted on continuing to organize the plant. At one time, there was a secondary boycott
of Mar-Jac Poultry Company products. Customers were told not to unload any-gaMar
products or they would have labor unrest in their business. This led to Jack McKibbon, Jr
to appear before the House Labor ®oimmittee. This committee was chaired by Phil
Landrum, The U.S. Congressman from tHeD8strict of GA. This committee did change
the law. MasJac products were not boycotted again. The meat cutters union never did
let up. The labor union finally won an election. Miac Poultry had won several, but you
can only lose once.

In 1959, the live poultry growers organized a poultry auction. The growers felt that
they were not being paid enough for their product. William J. Walker was the first
auctioneer. For a while the plant was able to compete for the live birds. At this time Mar
Jac Poultry never grew their own birds. Thus during the closing months of 1959, live
poultry was available only at the auction. Mic Poultry was at a competitive
disadvantage of more integrated poultry companies. Mathematics proved that with each
load of poultry sold, Madac Poultry Company lost 0. With the problems with the
Labor Unions and loss of X0 on each load of poultry, it was decided to close-Jaar
Poultry Company.

In 1960 a group of poultry growers had a need for a further processing plant. This lead
Homer Wilson, Alton Bruce, Max Ward, A.C. Smith, and Mark Heard to purchase Mar
Jac Poultry Company from McKibbon Brothers, Inc. With the building of a feed mill
Mar-Jac Poultry Company became fully integrated. Emerson Stow remained with Mar
Jac until he retired i nbough IBabkdhe 25%MtocK fromb o n
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Emerson Stow and used the proceeds fromdtleo$the poultry business to expand their
hotel and restaurant business. In 2008-B4r ranked 20in US poultry production with
2 million birds/weekwith a live weight over 8 million Ibs (Watt, 2008).

Feed Businesses

Gainesville Milling Company
Few national feed mills were located in GA in 198Mhelocal
feed mill was Gainesville Milling Company, owned by Ralph
Cleveland. In 1945, Ralph Cleveland was a cotton broker and
partner in V and C Feed and Poultsglling Jazz feed. In a letter

to his future wife Mary, he

thoroughly outlined his plans tc
develop a feed mill in order to se

his own feed instead of someone

investorsand raised funds for the mill by selling property on
Bradford street. Most of thavestorswithdrew from the project. Only Lillie Mae Martin
(Martin Poultryand PoultryEnterprisesktayed with the project. In 1949, the Gainesville
Milling Company was completed (435 West High Street). Ralph Cleveland took a course
on poultry nutritionat Cornell University in New York. Cornell had the premier poultry
science department at that time. With this knowledge formulated nutritionally
complete poultry feeds. GMC started withe 3 ton mixer. At the peakGMC had 4
mixers producing 25,000 bags of feed each day. Initially all GMC feed came in 100 Ib
feed bags. The feeders in the houses would hold 100 pounds of feed each. The bags
would be collected from the farms, taken to Gem Bag Company to be cleaned, and then
refilled with feed. Later feed was delivered in bulk to the farlngs reported that
Gainesville Milling Company brought so much corn and grain into Gainesville by rail
that this supporteénd maybe savethe Gainesville Midland Railroad.
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GMC s u p p austbreedby pravidisg technical support.

GMC also held an annual appreciation meeting which was held in the Gainesville Civic
Center. Many times all of the rooms were full. Prizes were given away including one of

the most popular items, electric blankets.

GMC bought into Harrison Processing and
Feed Coand Poultry Enterprises. GMC had a
feed mill, hatchery, and processing plant. The
processing plant boed down in 1967 and the
company closed soon after.

By being local, GMC could produce high
quality poultry feed for less than feed coming

in from the Midwest. Savings in feed directly resulted in saving costs on meat
production. With these feed savings, Georgia poultrymen could produce chickens for
|l ess than their competition thus stimul at e

attractechew processing plants into the area. With the publicity of the poultry industry in
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Georgia, and the success of GMftany of the Midwest national feed mills built mills in
GA. Ralston Purina Mills and Pillsbury Company came in 19835.

Gainesville Milling Company (GMCFeeds) Lanier Feed Mill Inc.

Purina Mills Pillsbury Sales Meeting
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Feed Mil-k-s 1940606s

Name Location Owner/ Manager

Bellmore Feed Mills Gainesville

Gainesvilleds pioneer feed mil]l
Gainesville Milling Company | Gainesville | Ralph Cleveland

AGMC high caloric feeds, guality for
Pillsbury | Gainesville |

J.D. Jewell built state of the art mill in 1954 and leased to Pillsbury to run and prov
him feed

Lanier Feed Mill | Gainesville |

Associated with Magdac Poultry, Inc

Ralston-Purina | Gainesville |

I n the mid -P@bDoboa ®WRabstbe worl dos | a
GainesvilleMill in 1954 with a grand celebration with special guests Gov. Tallmadg
and Minnie Pearl

Wayne Feed Mill Gainesville a division of Allied Mills of
Chicago

Distributed Wayne Feeds, built mill in 1954

Flowery Branch Milling FloweryBranch | R.C. Smith

Company

A division of General Mills, sold Larro Feeds

As mentioned in the Fieldale Farms history
sales by being more directly involved in all aspects of poultry production, national feed
mills such as RalsteRurina, Central Soya and Pillsbustated acquiring local poultry
companiesThis was the beginning of the end for many of the locally owned poultry
businesses.

Examples of the shift:

*GA Broilers sold to Pillsbury Companysold to Imperial Foods, London, England,
sold to Country Pride Foodssold to ConAgra of Omaha Nebraska (Nebraska
Consolidated Mills, Inc. became ConAgra, Inegld to Pilgrims Pride, Texas
*Gainesville Fryer sold to Ralston Purina Co. in 1962, sold to Fieldale Farms in.1972
*Athens Poultry Company, Athenspr chased by Centrleetamé&oya i n
Seaboard Farm®®i | gr i més Pri de, Texas purchased in
*Arr endal &tére and-Hatehery sold to Ralston Purina Co. in 1962, sold to
Fieldale FarmsGA in 1972
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* Dalton Poultry Company (April 1961) sold to ConAgra of Omaha Nebraska
(Nebraska Consolidated Mills, Inc. became ConAgra, baldto Pilgrims Pride, Texas
*Clermont Feed and Poultrysold to Ralston Purina Co. in 1962.

*Colonial Poultry, Athenssoldto Farmers MutualCotton Producers Assoc., renamed to
Gold Kist Poultry, sold to Pilgrims Prid&exas2007.

*Canton Poultry in 1956soldto Farmers MutualCotton Producers Assoc., renamed to
Gold Kist Poultry, sold to Pilgrims Prigd@&exas2007.

* Mar -Jac Poultry Company (McKibbon Brothers, Ing.in 1960sold to Brucd Wilson
Co. (Alton Bruce and Homer WilsonMax Ward, A.C. Smith, Mark Heard, and Joe
Tankersley, sold to Sar Foundati@audi Arabian 1982

* Marell Poultry sold to Fieldale Farms in 1983

* Wilson Company, Cumming sold to Tyson Foods, Inc.

*J and S Farmssold to Cal. Maine Foods in 1998

* Wilson Company, Cumming sold to Tyson Foods, |n&R.

University of Georgia

The reasons why chickens grow so fast are not as many beletethey are fed
hormones (never used in commercial boiler chickens) but due to major scientific
improvements in genetics, nutrition, disease control, management, and housing. With the
addition of vitamins, especially Vitamin D, birds could be raised indd&aty on, Cod
Liver Oil was added to chicken feed to supply Vitamin Methods to make synthetic
vitamins and amino acids were developed. Medicated feed additives and water
medications controlled diseases and parasiteonsequentially, stocking numbers
increased.Today all poultry rations are completely nutritionally balanced for proteins,
i = B fat, vitamins and mineraldMuch of this knowledge came from the
Uni versity of Georgiabs Poultry Sci ¢
Research and Diagnostic Center (UGA Vet. School). The University
of Georgia traces its Poultry Science roots back to 1912 when Leroy
L. Jones was hired to initiate poultry instruction at the University. He

organized and taught the first poultry courses on Farm Poultry

Management and Poultry Breeding. The Department of Poultry Science at UGA was
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officially established in 1914 when Roy F. Irvin was named the first head of the
Department. The first poultry buildings on campus were constructed in 1917. Additional

facilities were constructed in 1926 for the Georgia National Egg Laying Test program. In

1955 efforts by the Georgia Poultry Federation helped the Poultry Science Department to
construct research facilities near campus at the Whitehall Farm. Support from the
Georgia Poultry Federation led to further expansion of the Whitehall Farm facility in the

1970's and again in the mid 1990's and resulted in the poultry research and teaching
facilities at the University of Georgia being among the best in the world. The University

of Georgiabs Poultry Science Department has
instruction and extension programs in nutrition, physiology, reproduction, endocrinology,

genetics, parasitology, processing, new product development, mycotoxicology,
management, environmental issues, anadecular biology. The first students majoring

in Poultry Science graduated in 1923. A graduate Master of Science (MS) program in

Poultry Science was added in the mid 1920's, and the Department began its Ph.D.
program in 1960. Over 600 students have earned undergraduate or graduate degrees in
Poultry Science at the University of Georgi
University of Georgi abs poul try science ma
Federation, the Poultry Science Dept. annually provides poultry production workshops to

get the latest information to the service people and industry leaders.

Pictures from various UGATHRewlrtgriya Poiudn ae mal
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