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AVIAN POX

By: D.N. TRIPATHY

Avian poxviruses--fowl, pigeon, turkey, canary, junco, quail, sparrow, and

psittacine p -are members of the genus Avipoxvirus of the Poxviridae family.
Fowl po®iru e type species of the genus. Because of similar clinical manifestation

in different , only fowl pox is described here.
Fowlpox reading disease, and the virus can persist in a susceptible
ion for alongtim occurs in two forms: cutaneous (slides 1,2) and

Ziop (dlides 3,4). &g
O
9% 2,
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Morphopathology. Fowlpox may be suspected when skin lesions erupt on
various parts of exposed skin (cutaneous form) of affected chickens. A mild form of the
disease may remain unnoticed, with only smal foca lesons, usudly on the comb and

wattles. In severe forms of the disease, generdized lesons may occur on any part of the
body, such as the comb, wattle, corner of the mouth, around the eyelids, angle of the

beak, ventrd of thewings, legs (dide 5), and vent. Skin lesons may be smdl and
discrete ve large areas through the codescence of adjoining lesons (dide 6).
t s around the eyelids can cause complete closure of one or both

. r@j ules of the skin, initidly vesicular, enlarge rapidly

in the epithelium and infiltration by the inflammeatory

the scab isdry, . Often the virus d <o affects the
mucous membrane o outh (sh e 4), nardg, phary nx, esophagus, and trachea
(dide 3), causng whiteor 0 uptions which @d expand rapidly, later
becoming ulcerated and covered . elowish exudate. Mucous

membranes of mouth, larynx, ph achea (d| pht dergoing the
extendve fibrinonecrotic process devel op adi p membrafe. rrhagic
surface isleft when the diphtheritic membr. Lesonsin ongue
and esophagus interfere with the feeding, and les o% achea oft

formation of trached plugs (dide 3). In such cases, ther@is
respiration, with Sgns of gasping, and suffocation may result.

difficulty in Q
of thedi

In layers, fowlpox causes adrop in egg production; in you owthis
reduced and fegthering may be abnormd. Mortdity occursin birds with g

may Smulate Sgns of laryngotrachatis.

lesions or with the diphtheritic form of fowlpox. Recovered birds are immune,
Thelesonsof fowl pox develop after an incubation period of 4 to 8 days, and in
protracted severe infections may last aslong as 8 to 9 weeks.
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